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pay for themselves.

“We put 40,000 miles per
year on a patrol car. That
amounts to roughly 14 011
changes,” he said.

Hodshire said his depart-
ment plans to eventually test
the devices up to 10,000
miles before an oil change. If
the results are positive,
which preliminary figures
indicate they will be, the
number of required yearly
changes would be reduced
to four per car. At $30 for an
oil change, the savings
quickly add up. The depart-
‘ment would then be saving
$300 per car per year for
each of the 18 patrol cars.

Even though the mone-
tary savings were immedi-
ately enticing, Hodshire said
he wanted to make certain
they would not compromise
the safety or performance of
his fleet.

“You never want to com-
promise officer safety or
public safety,” he said. “I
wanted to make sure the
tests would yield the results
they were promising, and
they did.”

The filter is interchange-
able as well, and can be put
into a new patrol car when
an old one is decomrms-
sioned.

With budget cuts being
called for across the board,
Hodshire said the cost sav-
ings are nice but are not the
only benefit.

“Then you look at the en-
vironmental waste,” he said.
“‘l?lVe’re not discarding this
oil.

Cathy Williams, NTZ di-
rector of marketing, said the
efficiency of traditional fil-
ters is limited.

“You're engine filter is only

_capable of removing a cerl -
tain size of particles,” she' |

said. “Mostly, the larger
ones.”

Williams said her com-
pany’s product removes
much smaller particles, and

“she hopes to educate people

on how important this
emerging technology is.

“It’s just getting adopted.
People are getting used to
cleaning oil,” she said. “Oil
doesn’t become old, it be-
comes dirty.”

Williams cited how rigor-
ous, independent test results
reinforced the company’s
claims.

“We tested the oil eight
times during the test,” she
said. “After 5,500 miles, the
oil was actually cleaner than
when we started.”

The control car did not do
as well.

“At 3,800 (miles), that one
was already way out of spec,”
she said.

Because safety and per-
formance were not compro-
mised, and the product
worked as pitched, Hodshire
said he will start installing
the filters in his fleet as soon
as possible.

“We have just authorized
the purchase of five more
units,” he said.

Ninety percent of patrol
cars will have the device by
December, the remainder by
February. according to Hod-
shire.

The NTZ Micro Filtration device installed on a
Hillsdale County Sheriff's Department patrol car.
The supplemental filter has more than doubled
oil life in the test vehicle.
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